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public education; he codified the law; he carried
through immense public works. His activities abroad
were equally vast and far more sinister. In one form
or another he virtually annexed the whole of the
Netherlands, all North Italy, and Switzerland. When
he sent a mission to the Levant, foreshadowing a
French occupation of Egypt and the Ionian Islands,
British protests and Napoleonic responses thereto
became so violent that on May I7th 1803 the British
Ambassador left Paris, and the war was renewed.
For two years Britain fought alone against the
French Colossus, her main concern being to prevent
a French invasion of England.   The fear of invasion
was  finally laid to  rest by  Nelson  at Trafalgar
(October 1805).   Meanwhile Pitt had been toiling
to form a cthird coalition'  against the European
enemy.   In April 1805 he effected an alliance with
Russia, and in July with Austria.    Prussia, assidu-
ously courted, obstinately held aloof until too kte,
lured by a delusive promise of the gift of Hanover,
of which Napoleon had taken possession.    When
the Prussian King discovered that the promise meant
nothing,  and  when  Napoleon  had  outraged his
dignity by marching troops across his territory with-
out permission, he came in (November 1805).   But
it was too late.   Napoleon had already captured Ulm
(October 2Oth) with an Austrian army of 80,000
men inside it;  had advanced down the Danube to
near Vienna, and was engaged in die movements
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